THE  EMPIRE  AS BURDEN AND  SUPPORT
forces of Great Britain and the Dominions are being
trained according to a uniform system, the same
weapons are in use, an exchange of officers takes place
for training purposes, and defence plans are drawn up
by the Committee of Imperial Defence in collaboration
with representatives of the Empire.
Even more important than military assistance in a
modern war involving a vast expenditure of materials
will be the contribution of the Dominions industries to
the defence of Great Britain. Irrespective of whether
they assist actively or not in a military sense, the
Dominions give Great Britain the unique possibility of
providing herself with all the most important raw
materials she requires and in addition the possibility
of producing war materials, guns, machine-guns,
aeroplanes, warships and munitions far away from the
scene of operations and too far to be threatened by air
attack. All Great Britain need then do is ship these
arms, etc., to Europe. Taking all factors into con-
sideration, the industrial progress made by the
Dominions since the World War probably represents the
biggest advantage enjoyed by Great Britain in the
event of an armed conflict to-day as compared with
the position in 1914.
In this connection it is not important for us to know
how far the Dominions have industrialized themselves
in a period of natural and peaceable development, but
how far they could be deliberately used by Great
Britain as industrial supply centres in the event of war.
There is a big difference in these two things. The
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